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Abstract, Global chimatic changes caused by growing concentrations of aimaos-
pheric trace gases have the potential to alter international relationships, cconom-
1cs, behavior, and secority. While there is debate about the extent to which en-
vironmental problems alone can lead 1o contlict, it is widely acknowiedged that
TESOUTCE CONStraints can act as roots leading to cconomic pressures and tensions,
or as trigeers to contlict when other pressures and tensions oxist between stales,
Recent widespread attention (o the issue of global envirommental problems, par-
ticularly climatic change, s leading t a re-examination and expansion of the tra-
ditional narrow definition of “international security”, This paper discusses likely
paths to international frictions and tensions and the responses that might be most
approprie W mimimize the adverse conseguences of climatic change for interna-
tional security,

Introduction

Over the last few decades, there has been growing concern over the international
implications of large-scuale cnvironmental problems. Recently, this attention has
focused on the possibility of major chimatic changes caused by growing atmos-
pheric concentrations of carbon dioxide and other trace gases. Given the extent
and severity of the possible climatic changes. we must begin to ask how such
changes will affect international relationships, economics, behavior, and security.”™™
There 1s debate about the extent to which resource constramts or environmental
problems alore can lead to conflict, but it is widely acknowledged that resources
can act as roots leading to economic pressures and tensions or as triggers to con-
flict when other pressures and tensions exist between states. This paper discusses
the most likely paths for such effects and what responses might he appropriate to
minimize the adverse consequences for international stability and tenstons.
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" Threats 1o seeurty can be delined (o include actions thar (1) threaten o drastically and quickly
degrade the quality of life for the inhabitants of & state, or (2) threeaten to significantly narrow the range
of policy choices available to governments or non-governmental entities (Ullman, 1983). Climatic
changes that lead to the deterioration of envitonmental quality or Bmil aceess o resources fall into
hoth catepories.
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